
Tnadeauate Segregation of Accountin~ Functions Finding Due to the small number of employees, the Sheriff did not have adequate segregation of functions within the accounting system. Recommendation Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of additional personnel, it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. Response: No response is considered necessary A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statement being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. We believe the reportable condition described above is a material weakness. This condition was considered in determining the nature, timing, and extent of the procedures to be performed in our audit of the financial statement of the Tax Collector Fund, for the year ended June 30, 1996. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Lafayette, August 16, Louisiana 1996 
Darnall, Sikes, Kolder, Frederick & Rainey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Freddie H. Pitre, Sr Iberville Parish Sheriff as Ex-Offieio Tax Collector Plaquemine, Louisiana 

O,=ces 125 RueReauregard L~t~eLATOS08 (313) 232-3312 1201 Br~heaz Avenue Supte 301 Morgan C,ty LA 70380 (504) 384-6264 408 W Collon Street Ville Platle. LA 70586 (318) 363-2792 113 E~t Bridge Slteet 8r~gx Bridge LA 70517 (318) 332=402O 404 Pere Megret Abbew~le. LA 70510 (318) 893-5470 1231 E Laurel Avenue Euni~, ~ 20535 (3~8) 457~1146 2011 MacArlhur Dr~ve Bufrding 1 Atexan0na. IA 7130i 131B) 445 55~4 We have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) financial statement of the Iberville Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated August 16, 1996. Our report states that the statement of collections, distributions and unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards the United States. Those standards require obtain reasonable assurance about whether material misstatement. 
issued by the Comptroller Ceneral of that we plan and perform the audit to the financial statement is free of 

Compliance with laws and regulations applicable to the Tax Collector Fund is the responsibility of the Iberville Parish Sheriff. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statement is free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objective of our audit was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Material instances of noncompliance consist of failures to follow requirements, or violations of prohibitions, contained in statutes and regulations that cause us to conclude that the aggregation of the misstatements resulting from those failures or violations is material to the financial statements. The results of our tests of compliance disclosed the following instance of noncompliance. 
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IBERVILLE PARISH SHERIFF (AS EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR) Plaquemine, Louisiana 
Financial Report Year Ended June 30. 1996 

Jnoer provisions of state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. The report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Lv.~islative Audi. tor and, where eppropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court Q~.lease Date ~ 6 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

The Honorable Freddie H. Pitre, Sr Iberville Parish Sheriff as Ex-Offieio Tax Collector Plaquemine, Louisiana 

125 Rue Beauregard L~da~ette. 0% 70500 (318) 232-3312 1201 Br~hear A~nue Suite 301 Morgan C,ly LA 70388 (504) 304-6264 408 w Cotlon SIreel v,,e P~e. LA 70580 (3~8) 363-2700 113 E~t Bn(~ge Strut Br~ux Bridge LA 70517 (3101 332*4820 404 Pete Megrel Abbeville. LA 70510 (318) 893-5470 t23~ E LaurelA~nue EunJee LA 70535 (318) 457~ 148 201~ MacA~lhur Drive Building t Alexandria, LA 71301 (318) 445-5564 We have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) financial statement of the Iberville Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated August 16, 1996. Our report states that the statement of collections, distributions and unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards the United States. Those standards require obtain reasonable assurance about whether material misstatement 
issued by the Comptroller General of that we plan and perform the audit to the financial statement is free of 

The Iberville Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Collector is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the financial statement of the Tax Collector Fund for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 



INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 



IBERVILLE PARISH SHERIFF Plaquemine, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statement (Continued) 
(4) Unsettled Balances The unsettled cash balances at June 30, 1996 consist of the following Ad valorem taxes Parish licenses Sporting licenses Fines and forfeitures Refunds and redemptions Interest on delinquent taxes Interest on deposits Tax notices, etcl 

$41,258 9,571 14,435 10,464 3,099 505 16,252 2.227 $97.811 



IBERV|LLE PARISH SHERIFF Piaquemine, Louisiana Tax Collector Agency Fund Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances Year Ended June 30, 1996 
Unsettled balances, July 1, 1995 Collections: Ad valorem taxes State revenue sharing Sporting licenses Parish licenses Fines and forfeitures Interest on: Delinquent taxes Deposit of taxes, licenses, etc Tax notices, etc. Refunds and redemptions Total collections Total Distributions: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Louisiana Training and Assistance Program Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement Louisiana Tax COmmission Louisiana Rehabilitation Services Office of State Police Coroner lbervitie Parish ~ Police Jury School Board Assessor Clerk of Court Sheriff Fire Protection District No. 1 Fire Protection District No. 2 Waterworks District No. 2 Waterworks District No. 4 Ponchartrain Levee District Atchafalaya Levee District Eighteenth Judicial District - District Attorney District Judge Indigent Defender Board Public Defender Board Municipalities Pension funds Tax notices, etc. Refunds and redemptions Total distributions Unsettled balances, June 30, 1996, due to taxing bodies and others 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$ 176,327 
16,956,931 646,287 83,120 150,728 50,497 8,014 16,952 2,614 15,023 17,930,166 18,I06,493 63,426 1,000 15,956 1,953 6,003 2,188 201 508 3,819,281 6,919,686 476,764 5,176 4,905,955 54,182 24,474 193,124 41,201 321,477 592,485 8,536 IB,893 12,712 8,123 11,348 481,203 2,558 20,269 18,008,682 $ 97,811 ======~==== 



 

In accordance with Government Audltln~ Standards, we have also issued a report dated August 16, 1996 on our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund of the Iberville Parish Sheriff's internal control structure and a report dated August 16, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Plaquemine, August 16, Louisiana 1996 

Darnall, Sikes, Kolder, Frederick & Rainey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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The Honorable Freddie H. Pitre, Sr Iberville Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Collector Plaquemine, Louisiana 

O,,ces 125 Rue Beauregard Laf~'yette, LA 70908 (318) 232-3312 1201 Bt~h~r Avenue S.0e 30~ Morgan ety, LA 70380 (904) 384-6264 409 W Cotton Street Ville Platte, LA 70596 (318) 363-2799 113 East Bridge Street Breaux Bridge. LA 70917 (918) 339-4020 404 Pete Magret Abbeville. LA 70910 [3t9) 993-5470 931 E Laurel Avenue Eunice. LA 70939 (319) 497-4146 2011 MacArthur Drive Bm;din9 I AJexandria. LA 71301 (319) 449 5964 We have audited the accompanying financial statement of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Iberville Parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. This financial statement is the responsibility of the Iberville Parish Sheriff as Ex-Offieio Parish Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on our audit. We conducted our standards and Government audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing Auditin~ Standards the United States. Those standards require obtain reasonable assurance about whether issued by the Comptroller General of that we plan and perform the audit to the financial statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. As described more fully in Note i, the accompanying statement presents information only on the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the accompanying financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the Iberville Parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 1996, on the basis of accounting described in Note i. 
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Collection or Resolution of Assessed Taxes Finding Louisiana law has not been fully complied with in the collection or resolution of assessed taxes, Louisiana Revised Statute 47:2101 provides that all assessed taxes are to be paid by December 31 of each year or they become delinquent. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1990 allows a reduction of the property tax roll for property not available for seizure and sale provided approval is granted by the Louisiana Tax Commission, As of June 30, 1996, ad valorem taxes for the 1995 assessment year were not collected or otherwise resolved in the amount of $52,788. The property associated with these uncollected taxes was not seized, sold, or approval obtained from the Louisiana Tax Commission to remove the property from the tax roll, This is the tenth consecutive year this finding has been reported. Recommendation The Sheriff should obtain approval from the Louisiana Tax Commission to reduce the Iberville Parish tax roll for properties not otherwise subject to property taxes. Response The Sheriff intends to co~ply with LA R.E~ 47:1990 and adjust the Iberville Parish Tax roll as approved by the Louisiana Tax Commission. 
We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the Iberville Parish Sheriff's financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated August 16, 1996 on the financial statements. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Lafayette August 16 Louisiana 1996 

Darnall, Sikes, Kolder, Frederick & Rainey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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IBERVILLE PARISH SHERIFF Plaquemine, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statement 
(i) Summary of SiEnificant AceountinE Policies As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statement reflects financial activity of the Sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also included in the Sheriff's annual general purpose financial statements. The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statement has been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 
(2) Interest-Bearing Deposits State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. At June 30, 1996, the Sheriff had interest-bearing deposits (book balances) totaling $97,811, representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1996 of $105,846 are fully secured through federal deposit insurance and/or securities pledged. 
(3) State Revenue Sharin~ Funds The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 956 of 1992 received during the year were allocated among the taxing bodies as follows: Police Jury School Board Assessor Ponchartrain Levee District Fire District No. i Law Enforcement District Pension Funds Atchafalaya Levee District 

5 

$140,672 151,938 36,910 8,282 5,916 220,897 15,676 65,996 $646,287 


